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completed till 1804. Before the latter date the doom of
Mysore had fallen.
Tippoo, as soon as the news of the outbreak of the European
War reached him, set to work to use it for his own purposes.
He coquetted with French convoys, remodelled his army with
the aid of French instructors, and appealed for the assistance
of French arms. When in 1798 Bonaparte's expedition to
Egypt seemed to menace a direct overland attack on India,
the authorities, both at home and at Calcutta, became alarmed;
reinforcements were sent post haste to India, and the new
Governor-General, Lord Wellesley, took steps to avert at
least one source of-peril—the presence of large numbers of
French officers as advisers in the armies of various native
princes. British officers were substituted for these in many
cases, particularly that of the Nizam of Hyderabad, whose
alliance was thus secured for the projected war with Tippoo.
For it had become clear by now that the latter was bent on
fighting again at the earliest possible moment, and putting his
new army to the decisive test of battle.
Nevertheless, the initiative was left to the British, who
early in 1799 had assembled an army of 21,000 men, under
Harris, around Vellore, and on being joined by the Nizam's
contingent of 16,000, at once proceeded to invade Mysore
from the east, while a force of 6000 under Stuart co-operated
by an advance from the Malabar coast on the west. Tippoo,
who had some 50,000 men available, resolved on a bold stroke
at Stuart before Harris's menace to his capital had fully
developed, but it failed of its object, as did a second and some-
what half-hearted attempt to check the advance of the latter
at Malavelly. After a march, therefore, which was rendered
slow and toilsome mainly owing to the difficulty of feeding and
handling the enormous mass of his transport, Harris arrived
before Seringapatam, effected his junction with Stuart, and
commenced a regular attack on the western face of the city. A
practicable breach was soon made, and on May 4 the British
assaulting columns forded the Cauvery and entered the place,
which by nightfall was completely in their hands. Tippoo
himself was among the dead, and the house of Hyder All had
ceased to reign.
The territory of Mysore was partitioned between the
British, the Nizam and the Mahrattas, and over the poor
remnant of the land a puppet king, belonging to the old dynasty
dethroned by Hyder, was set up. There was still work re-
maining to do for the Madras army in reducing to order the
lawless tribes and elements that from time to time within the
next few months disturbed the peace of Southern India, but

